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The untaught peasant beheld the elements around him, and was acquainted with their practical uses. The most learned
philosopher knew little more. He had partially unveiled the face of Nature, but her immortal lineaments were still a
wonder and a mystery. He might dissect, anatomise, and give names; but, not to speak of final cause, causes in their
secondary and tertiary grades were utterly known to him. I had gazed upon the fortifications and impediments that
seemed to keep human beings from entering the citadel of nature, and rashly and ignorantly I had repined. (Frankenstein,
“Textual Variants” 195)
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At first I thought but of a few pages — of a short tale; but Shelley urged me to develope the idea at greater length. I
certainly did not owe the suggestion of one incident, nor scarcely of one train of feeling, to my husband, and yet but
for his incitement, it would never have taken the form in which it was presented to the world. From this declaration I
must except the preface. As far as I can recollect, it was entirely written by him. (Frankenstein, “Introduction” 180)
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